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MNI POLITICAL RISK ANALYSIS-Big Decisions 

Loom In Week Of Major Summits 

by Tom Lake and Adam Burrowes 

Several major international summits are taking place over the next week involving major 

powers from the Americas, Europe, and Asia. The summits come at a time when multiple 

factors are demanding attention for national leaders, including the ongoing war in Ukraine, 

rising inflationary pressures, concerns about food and energy supply security, and shifting 

geopolitical allegiances. Leader-level meetings of the EU, BRICS, G7, NATO, and the 

Commonwealth all take place in the coming days, with major questions to be settled at 

each of the meetings.  

European Council Summit – Brussels, Belgium – 23-24 June 
A number of major topics on the agenda for member state leaders to discuss. The official 

agenda has European leaders set to discuss the war in Ukraine - including the impact of the 

fighting on regional and global food security, and what more the EU can do to assist Kyiv.  

• Another major topic is the EU membership applications of Ukraine, Moldova, and 

Georgia (EU leaders are set to vote at the summit on whether to give each nation 

candidate status). Expectation is for EU leaders to agree to offer Ukraine and 

Moldova candidate status, with Georgia offered a view towards candidate status 

should certain reforms be enacted. 

• Other issues include economic headwinds facing the bloc in the form of rising 

inflation and energy/food supply security to be addressed. Leaders will also discuss 

relations with non-EU European nations (current difficulties in UK relations over 

Northern Ireland protocol likely to feature). A Euro Summit of leaders of eurozone 

member states will also take place on 24 June. The progress in Croatia's path to 

joining the eurozone likely to feature heavily.  

• On 23 June, ahead of the summit, an EU-Western Balkans leaders' meeting took 

place. Tensions between EU and states such as Serbia, Albania, and North 

Macedonia over seeming 'fast-tracking' of Ukraine's membership process. Some 

cause for hope for the linked applications of Albania and North Macedonia after 

former Bulgarian PM Boyko Borissov would vote with the gov't in favour of beginning 

EU accession talks with both nations.  

• Timings of main events:  

o 23 June: 0800CET (0200ET, 0700BST) Arrivals for EU- Western Balkans 

leaders' meeting. 0930CET Working Session. 1130CET Presser. 1400CET 

(0800ET, 1300BST) Arrivals for EUCO, 1500CET Roundtable w/Euro Parl 

President. 1530CET Working session. 1930CET Working dinner, presser at 

conclusion of talks. 

o 24 June: 0915CET (0315ET, 0815BST): Arrivals. 100CET Roundtable. 

1200CET Working session for members of Euro Summit 
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14th BRICS Summit – Virtual, Host: China – 23-24 June 
The 2022 virtual summit of BRICS underway today with Chinese host, president Xi Jinping 

set to push a global system based upon “multilateral cooperation with non-Western styles, 

forms and principles.” 

• The mission statement of the summit reads: "The Chinese side is ready to work with 

all BRICS partners to take stock of the BRICS cooperation, build consensus and 

draw up a blueprint under the theme Foster High-quality BRICS Partnership, Usher in 

a New Era for Global Development." 

• Yesterday at the opening ceremony of the summit, Xi said, "Sanctions are a 

'boomerang' or a 'double-edged sword,' and politicizing, instrumentalizing, and 

weaponizing the global economy, and using the leading position of the international 

financial and monetary system to impose arbitrary sanctions will harm both oneself 

and others, and bring disaster to the people of the world." 

• Russian President Vladimir Putin said: "Despite all difficulties, BRICS business 

circles have been consistently enhancing mutually beneficial ties in the areas of 

trade, finance, & investment. For example, in first 3 months of this year, trade 

between Russia & BRICS countries increased by 38%." 

• Huang Yanzhong, of the Council on Foreign Relations: “BRICS is a kind of diplomatic 

counteroffensive by China to both the revival of NATO and the increase in Indo-

Pacific mechanisms that are designed to keep its power in check.”  

• Foreign Policy's James Crabtree: "China is trying to use the BRICS to appeal to the 

global south post-Ukraine. Might win some support but ultimately given deep internal 

divisions with India and Brazil it isn't going to get much of anything done." 

• Timings of main events:  

o 23 June: 14th BRICS leaders’ summit 

o 24 June: High-level dialogue on global development 

G7 Leaders’ Summit – Schloss Elmau, Germany – 26-28 June 
The leaders of Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the United States, and the United 

Kingdom due to meet in the Bavarian Alps for a three-day summit with the war in Ukraine, 

ensuring global food and energy security, and countering increasing Chinese influence 

worldwide likely to feature heavily.  

• European Commission and Council Presidents Ursula von der Leyen and Charles 

Michel will also attend as representatives of the EU, while Indian Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi has received a special invitation to the summit as well.  

• The US State Department statement on the G7 says that “G7 leaders will discuss a 

range of pressing global issues, including our unwavering support for a democratic, 

sovereign, and prosperous Ukraine, economic and democratic resilience, tackling the 

climate crisis, development infrastructure, global health security, and the food and 

energy crisis caused by Russia’s war against Ukraine.” 

• A senior US official told Reuters that China’s "coercive economic practices," would 

be discussed at the meeting. Adding that, "Russia's war against Ukraine has 

galvanized our partnerships around the world…It's also showing how Ukraine is not 

causing us to take our eye off the ball on China. In fact, quite the opposite." 
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NATO Leaders’ Summit – Madrid, Spain – 29-30 June 
Leaders of NATO member states meet for the 2022 summit, the first time NATO leaders 

have met since the extraordinary summit called in Brussels in March a month after the 

Russian invasion of Ukraine. As well as leaders of NATO states the heads of government of 

Sweden and Finland – who are seeking NATO accession – will be in attendance. For the 

first time the leaders of four western-aligned Asian nations – Australia, Japan, New Zealand, 

and South Korea – will also make an appearance at the summit.  

• Summit takes place under the title of ‘a new security reality-a united alliance’. 

However, a major cloud over the unity of proceedings is the continued refusal of 

Turkey to allow Sweden and Finland to join the alliance due to Ankara’s concerns 

about Kurdish separatist groups in Sweden in particular. Other leaders will be hoping 

to convince Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan to alter his stance on the two 

Nordic nations joining (likely in exchange for concessions on military sanctions from 

the US).  

• Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy is due to address the summit via videolink 

from Kyiv. While continuing to support Ukraine is one of the key topics of discussion 

for the summit, there are concerns in Kyiv that a sense of fatigue could come into the 

Western alliance as the war drags on, especially as economic headwinds intensify, 

and governments begin to focus on domestic issues. Zelenskyy will seek to dispel 

this potential shift as the battle for the Donbas continues to rage.  

• There are six main areas that NATO leaders are set to focus on: ‘strengthening 

NATO’s long-term deterrence and defence’, ‘sustaining support for Ukraine’, 

‘launching NATO’s 2022 strategic concept’, ‘reinforcing partnerships and maintaining 

an open door, ‘adapting to threats and challenges from any direction’, and 

‘transatlantic unity and alliance solidarity’.  

• Timing of Main Events  

o 27 June: 1300CET (0700ET, 1200BST) NATO Secretary General presser 

previewing summit 

o 28 June: 1520CET (0920ET, 1420BST) NATO Public Forum with opening 

speech from NATO Secretary General 

o 29 June: 0800CET (0200ET, 0700BST): NATO Secretary General doorstep 

comments. 0815CET Arrivals and doorstep comments from NATO leaders. 

1030CET (0430ET, 0930BST) Meeting of North Atlantic Council at head of 

state/government level. 1330CET Arrivals and doorstep comments of NATO 

partner countries. 1345CET (0745ET, 1245BST): NATO Secretary General 

press conference. 1500CET (0900ET, 1400BST) Meeting of North Atlantic 

Council at head of state/government level. 1745CET (1145ET, 1645BST) 

NATO Secretary General press conference. 1900CET Informal Transatlantic 

dinner at head of state/government level.  

o 30 June: 0830CET (0230ET, 0730BST) Arrivals and doorstep comments from 

NATO leaders. 1000CET (0400ER, 0900BST) Meeting of North Atlantic 

Council at head of state/government level. 1215CET (0615ET, 1115BST) 

NATO Secretary General press conference.  
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Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM) – Kigali, Rwanda – 24-25 

June 
Heads of government and representatives from the nations of the Commonwealth meet in 

the Rwandan capital Kigali. The Commonwealth is formed by nations once under British 

colonial rule, as well as the UK itself, as well as some other emerging market economies that 

were under the colonial rule of other European powers.  

• No market-moving events expected at the CHOGM meeting. Main focus on the future 

unity of the organisation. Increasing number of former UK colonies that have Queen 

Elizabeth II as head of state have either become republics or are openly discussing a 

shift to republic status. This shift seen as likely to accelerate significantly once the 96 

year-old monarch departs the stage.  
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